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NGC Certifies Extremely Rare 
1695 Royal 8 Escudos 

Posted on 11/6/2017 


This spectacular coin was struck for royalty, and later lost in a shipwreck. 

Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC) has certified an extremely rare 1695 
Royal 8 Escudos. Graded NGC MS 65, this coin was struck in Mexico City for 
royalty only to be lost in a shipwreck on its way to Spain. 

Only two examples of this issue are known. One is impounded in a Florida 
museum. The other, now graded NGC MS 65, was recovered several decades 
ago from the shipwreck of the famous 1715 Treasure Fleet, in which 11 of 12 
Spanish ships carrying vast amounts of gold and silver coins were lost in a 
hurricane off the coast of Florida. The coin’s 1715 Treasure Fleet provenance is 
noted on the NGC certification label. 



A1695 Royal 8 Escudos, graded NGC MS 65 
Click images to enlarge. 



















At the time, Mexico was a colony of the Spanish Empire. Before the 1730s, its 
coins and the coins of other Spanish colonies were typically irregularly shaped 
pieces of gold or silver known as “cobs.” They contained the correct weight and 
fineness, and were struck from dies, but little effort was made to keep their shape 
consistent. 

A cob would have been unsuitable to show to a Spanish monarch, especially if 
that monarch was featured on the coin. The Spanish Colonial mints would 
therefore expend great effort to create a very limited number of round, exactingly 
struck coins for presentation to royalty. These rare specimens are known as 
“Royals,” and they are highly prized by numismatists for their beauty, rarity and 
connection to royalty. 

The 1695 Royal 8 Escudos graded NGC MS 65 is a stunning, pristine specimen. 
Its obverse features a crowned Habsburg shield surrounded by King Charles II of 
Spain’s name in Latin, while the reverse features a cross surrounded by a Latin 
inscription of his title of King of Spain and the Indies. 

“This is one of the most spectacular coins that NGC has ever graded,” NGC Vice 
President Ken Krah. “It is truly a coin fit for a king.” 

To see the video of this numismatic rarity, click here. 
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NGC-certified Confederate Half 
Dollar Sells for Record 

$960,000 

Posted on 11/2/2017 


Join NGC 


The rare piece led Heritage Auctions’$3.7 million Newman Part IXNov. 1 live 
auction. 


An 1861 Confederate Half Dollar certified by Numismatic Guaranty Corporation® 
(NGC®) led the way in Heritage Auctions’ sale of Part IX of the Eric P. Newman 
Collection on Wednesday, Nov. 1. It realized a record $960,000. 

Newman IX contains 427 NGC-certified coins, tokens and medals, the latest in a 
series of auctions of the numismatist’s legendary collection. (Wednesday's live 
auction featured 116 of the most valuable NGC-certified coins in Newman IX.) 

The auctions of Newman’s coin collection, which has been entirely certified by 
NGC, have achieved nearly $59 million, including $3.7 million for Part IX thus far. 

The Confederate Half Dollar was one of only four struck at the New Orleans Mint 
in the short time it was operated by Confederate forces. The obverse reused an 
1861-0 Seated Liberty die, while the reverse features a shield surrounded by the 
words CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA. 




The Newman Collection's 1861 Conferedate Half Dollar Proof 
Click images to enlarge. 


It is graded NGC PF 40 and was previously owned by collectors Waldo Newcomer 
and “Col.” E.H.R. Green. 

Two other Confederate Half Dollars have been sold recently: one graded NGC PF 
30 and pedigreed to the Partrick Collection was sold by Heritage for $881,250 in 
January 2015. Another, graded NGC PF 40, was sold by Stack’s Bowers in March 
2015 for $646,250. 

The remaining specimen is in the collection of the American Numismatic Society. 

Another highlight of Wednesday’s Newman IX auction was a 1795 Small Eagle 
$5, which realized $336,000. Graded NGC MS 64, it is a high-grade example of 
this rare, one-year type — one of the first gold coins struck by the US Mint. 










795 SAAALL EAaE $5 
BD'3 
MS 64 
7ix-. Xoi: E.H.R. Cteen 
2064I3(K>I7 

lllllinillllllllllllllllll 


€ri<P.Nm«a»anCot«3fon 


A 



L - i 


' r i 



W 




Newman IX's 1795 Small Eagle $5, graded NGC MS 64. 
Click images to enlarge. 


The highest price for a Newman coin was achieved by a phenomenal 1796 
Draped Bust Quarter graded NGC MS 67+^that sold for $1,527,000 in Newman 
Part II in 2013. 


Another 1796 Draped Bust Quarter, this one graded NGC MS 64+, was among 
the top performers in the Newman IX auction, realizing $264,000. 

Rounding out the top five prices realized in Newman IX are an 1861 Confederate 
Cent (graded NGC PF 63+; realized $186,000), and a 1797 Draped Bust Half 
Dollar, which is among the finest (graded NGC AD 55; realized $168,000). 

Prominent numismatists Stuart and Maureen Levine, who serve as advisers to the 
nonprofit Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society (EPNNES), said, "We 
are thrilled by the results of the Eric P. Newman Collection, Part IX. NGC's 
accurate and consistent grading gave bidders the confidence to again pay strong 
prices for the NGC-certified selections from the Newman Collection." 

More items from Newman IX will be auctioned on Friday, Nov. 3. Visit 
HA.com/1260 to see these Internet-only selections. 

To see NGC’s gallery of coins from the Newman collection, visit 
NGCcoin.com/Newman 







EPNNES Foundation Statement Items being sold are from the 
extensive collection of Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education 
Society (a Missouri not-for-profit corporation) and have been 
assembled over a period of 90 years. Proceeds of the sale of all 
items will be used exclusively for supplementing the Society’s 
museum operations and scholarly numismatic research efforts and for the benefit 
of other not-for-profit institutions selected by Eric P. Newman Numismatic 
Education Society for public purposes. 

Related links 

• NGC Certifies Eric P. Newman Part IX 

• NGC-certified Newman Collection Rarities Realize Top Dollar at Heritage 
Auction 

• NGC-Certified Eric P. Newman Part II Tops $23 Million 

• NGC-certified Eric P. Newman Part III Realizes $6.1 Million 

• NGC-certified Eric P. Newman Part IV Realizes $11 Million 

• NGC-certified Newman Part V Achieves $10.4 Million 
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NGC Grades Rare 1915 Panama- 
Pacific Double Set 


Posted on 11/14/2017 

NGC Chairman Mark Salzberg describes the experience as “exhiiarating.” 

Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC) has certified an extremely rare 1915 
Panama-Pacific “Double Set.” The set, one of the rarest and most remarkable 
items in all of American numismatics, will be sold by Heritage Auctions in January. 

In 1915, San Francisco hosted the Panama-Pacific Exposition, a World Fair that 
celebrated one of the greatest feats of American engineering: the opening of the 
Panama Canal. The San Francisco Mint struck five commemorative coins to 
support the fair, including a silver half dollar, a gold dollar, a gold quarter eagle, a 
round gold $50 and an octagonal gold $50. 

Most notable were the round and octagonal gold $50s, the largest gold coins ever 
struck by the US Mint. While these two coins are the pinnacle of any collection of 
classic commemoratives, all Panama-Pacific issues are highly sought by 
collectors for their low mintages and exquisite artistry. 




1915-S Octagonal Panama-Pacific Gold $50, graded NGC MS 65 
Click images to enlarge. 
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1915-S Round Panama-Pacific Gold $50, graded NGC MS 66 
Click images to enlarge. 


The Panama-Pacific commemoratives were originally sold both individually and in 
sets. A single example sold for about double its face value. A three-coin “small 
set” without a gold $50 sold for $7.50, a four-coin set with only one of the gold 
$50s was sold for $100 and a five-coin set with both gold $50s was sold for $200. 
The premier offering was a 10-coin “complete double set” that contained two 
examples of each coin for $400. 

Housed in a beautiful copper and glass frame with a velvet interior, the double set 
was truly extraordinary. It was also expensive, and less than a dozen of these sets 



















were sold. Even fewer have survived. 


NGC Chairman & Finalizer Mark Salzberg recalls having seen one 30 or 35 years 
ago but not having the opportunity to examine it in hand. As a result, the 
submission of this set stoked a particularly strong reaction from the seasoned 
grader, who described his examination in detail: 

The Panama-Pacific Double Set is one of the most magnificent pieces in all 
of numismatics, so I was completely floored when I saw it brought into the 
grading room. 

When I was handed the set, I carefully removed the screws from the copper 
frame. They were surprisingly difficult to unscrew, probably because the set 
had not been opened since it was assembled more than 100 years ago. It 
was an exhilarating experience; I felt like I was opening a numismatic time 
capsule. 

As a grader, I was particularly interested to see the quality of these coins. 
The sides facing the viewer were, not surprisingly, nearly immaculate. 

I removed the coins from the velvet backing to inspect the other side. Of 
course, I first had to look at the impressive gold $50s. 

Round Pan-Pac $50s are seldom seen in Gem condition. One of the 
examples in the set was unusually spectacular, however, and we ultimately 
decided to grade it NGC MS 66. The other was graded NGC MS 64. 

I next looked at the octagonal $50s and found that one had been lightly 
wiped on the reverse, the side that faced the velvet. I thought this was 
particularly interesting because it must have done soon after the coin was 
struck, perhaps even at the Mint. This specimen also had a planchet flaw on 
the reverse, which is typical for octagonal gold $50s, and was graded NGC 
MS 62. The second octagonal gold $50 was simply outstanding, and it 
graded NGC MS 65. 

I next looked at the silver half dollars. These had a distinctive, light tan 
patina on the side facing the velvet, an appearance that was really unique to 
the set. I wondered to myself whether I had seen any other Pan-Pac halves 
with this same appearance—perhaps an indication that they were once part 
of a set. 



The gold dollars and quarter eagles were also quite nice, with grades that 
ranged from NGC MS 64 to NGC MS 66+. 


After 30 years as a grader, It can sometimes feel like I have seen it all. After 
seeing this set, I have once again realized that there are still great 
numismatic treasures that I have yet to see. It was a highlight of my career 
to grade these phenomenal coins. 
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1915-S Panama-Pacific Haif Dollar, graded NGC MS 65+ 
Click images to enlarge. 


The coins were encapsulated by NGC with the pedigree “Original Double Pan-Pac 
Set” noted on the certification label. A list of the coins and grades follows: 

• 1915-S Panama-Pacific Half Dollar, NGC MS 65 



1915-S Panama-Pacific Haif Doiiar, graded NGC MS 65 (Images courtesy of Heritage Auctions) 

Click images to enlarge. 


• 1915-S Panama-Pacific Half Dollar, NGC MS 65+ 











1915-S Panama-Pacific Half Dollar, graded NGC MS 65+ 
Click images to enlarge. 


• 1915-S Panama-Pacific Gold Dollar, NGC MS 64 




1915-S Panama-Pacific Gold Dollar, graded NGC MS 64 
Click images to enlarge. 


• 1915-S Panama-Pacific Gold Dollar, NGC MS 66 



1915-S Panama-Pacific Gold Dollar, graded NGC MS 66 
Click images to enlarge. 


• 1915-S Panama-Pacific Quarter Eagle, NGC MS 65 















1915-S Panama-Pacific Quarter Eagle, graded NGC MS 65 
Click images to enlarge. 


• 1915-S Panama-Pacific Quarter Eagle, NGC MS 66+ 




1915-S Panama-Pacific Quarter Eagie, graded NGC MS 66+ 
Click images to enlarge. 


• 1915-S Round Panama-Pacific Gold $50, NGC MS 64 




1915-S Round Panama-Pacific Gold $50, graded NGC MS 64 
Click images to enlarge. 


• 1915-S Round Panama-Pacific Gold $50, NGC MS 66 









1915-S Round Panama-Pacific Gold $50, graded NGC MS 66 
Click images to enlarge. 


• 1915-S Octagonal Panama-Pacific Gold $50, NGC MS 62 




1915-S Octagonal Panama-Pacific Gold $50, graded NGC MS 62 
Click images to enlarge. 


• 1915-S Octagonal Panama-Pacific Gold $50, NGC MS 65 




1915-S Octagonal Panama-Pacific Gold $50, graded NGC MS 65 
Click images to enlarge. 


All 10 coins will be sold as part of Heritage Auctions’ FUN Platinum Night, held 
Jan. 6 in Tampa. The original case is also for sale. View the auction at 
HA.com/1271 






Related Links 

• NGC Coin Explorer: 1915-S Octagonal Panama-Pacific $50 

• NGC Coin Explorer: 1915-S Round Panama-Pacific $50 

• NGC Coin Explorer: 1915-S Panama-Pacific Quarter Eagle 

• NGC Coin Explorer: 1915-S Panama-Pacific Gold Dollar 

• NGC Coin Explorer: 1915-S Panama-Pacific Half Dollar 
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NGC Certifies First Silver 
Bombardment of Fort Sumter 
Medal 


Posted on 11/14/2017 

NGC has identified a new siiver variety of the Fort Sumter Medai as HK-11f 

A new metal type for the renowned “Bombardment of Fort Sumter Dollar” was just 
identified by NGC’s tokens and medals team. This variety, found in silver, graded 
NGC MS 64, Prooflike. The piece is largely untoned, with very clean surfaces. 
NGC conducted both a metallurgic analysis and a specific gravity test to confirm 
its solid silver content, and that it was not a silver-plated copper specimen. 



y 


1861 sc HK-llf SCSI, graded NGC MS 64 
Click images to enlarge. 



The 2nd edition of Hibler & Kappen’s So-Caiied Doiiar book lists this medal as 
HK-11, 11b, and 11c — as white metal, brass and copper, respectively. Each of 
these have a rarity listed at R-7 (meaning an estimated 11-20 known) in each 














metal type, though they are more common than the authors originally suggest. For 
instance, NGC has certified about a dozen examples in white metal and over 20 
examples in copper. The original book only listed this piece in white metal. The 
medal is, nonetheless, still very rare in all metal types, and highly sought by 
collectors. 

As this new silver variety is unlisted, NGC has elected to identify it as HK-11f. It is 
likely that a few others exist in silver, and are only waiting to be brought to light. At 
auction, prices for these medals can vary drastically, selling from as low as $700, 
to upwards of $3,000, as in the case of the copper example from the Rev. Dr. 
James G.K. McClure Collection. Silver is often the far more desirable metal type 
for tokens and medals, and this specimen could demand an even sharper 
premium in the right venue. 

The firing upon Fort Sumter by Confederate forces under Brigadier General P.G.T. 
Beauregard marked the beginning of the American Civil War. The spotlight was 
upon US Army Major Robert Anderson, who led a small force of loyal troops from 
Fort Moultrie to the much stronger and more strategic position at Fort Sumter. 
Southern leaders were outraged at their “betrayal,” but their stance was 
celebrated in the North. As the medal highlights, the Union troops were severely 
outnumbered and outgunned. The fort was low on ammunition, and they had no 
fuses for exploding shells, so only solid shot could be used. 



The Bombardment of Fort Sumter in the Charleston Harbor, 
as depicted by Currier & Ives 


At 4:30 a.m., April 12, 1861,43 Confederate 
guns and mortars began firing upon the fort 
in a counterclockwise sequence, and 






continued for 34 hours straight. Major 
Anderson wisely kept his men out of harm's 
way by not manning guns on the top tier of 
the fort and other vulnerable areas. 

Exploding shells repeatedly landed inside the 
fort, and the Confederates heated other 
artillery rounds until they were glowing red 
hot, and targeted the fort’s wooden buildings. 

Before long, most of the buildings were in 
flames. During the bombardment, a shell 
struck the fort’s enormous flagpole, and the 
colors fell to the ground; but Norman J. Hall, 
a lieutenant, bravely exposed himself to 
enemy fire to put the flag back up. In doing 
so, his eyebrows were permanently singed 
off. 

By April 13th, the fort was almost entirely 
depleted of ammunition, and the condition of Anderson’s men was becoming dire. 
Also, the Union ships outside the harbor were unable to approach to help. With no 
other options, Anderson agreed to evacuate the fort. They had sustained about 
3,000 shells along with raging fires inside the fort without losing a single man. 

After his heroic actions, Anderson was promoted to brigadier general. He retained 
the fort’s 33-star flag, and it became a symbol at rallies in the North for 
nationalism and rejection of secessionism. At the war’s end in 1865, Major 
Anderson returned to Fort Sumter to raise the flag he had lowered four years 
earlier. 




The restored national monument of Fort Sumter in South Caroiina 


The Bombardment of Fort Sumter Dollar was likely struck soon after the event, as 
the Union capitalized on the heroics of these men to encourage enlistment. 



Unfortunately, the origin of the piece has been elusive to researchers. Dewitt lists 
this piece as being muled with a McClellan campaign medal, the dies for which 
were made by George H. Lovett of New York in 1864. 



The silver example, as photographed under alternate lighting 
Click images to enlarge 
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From the Grading Room: The 
Greatest Cap & Rays 8 Reales 

Posted on 11/14/2017 


The most complete collection of Cap & Rays 8 Reales ever assembled was 
recently certified by NGC. 

Over the last several months, NGC has certified the finest and most complete 
collection of Cap & Rays 8 Reales ever assembled. 

These coins, issued by the Republic of Mexico from 1823 to 1897, bear on one 
side the national emblem of an eagle with a serpent in its mouth. The opposite 
side shows a cap with the word LIBERTAD surrounded by rays of light. 

The coins were struck at 14 mints in enormous quantities, and the so-called 
“Mexican Dollar” became a dominant currency in international trade, even 
outpacing the US Morgan Dollar in popularity and acceptance. 

It is true that any series of crown-sized coins, issued in abundance and variety, 
will attract collectors in a major way. Cap & Rays 8 Reales are proof of this, and 
the great rarities of the series are highly coveted, but also seldom seen. We are, 
therefore, appreciative that World Numismatics LLC, the submitter of this 
important collection, has allowed NGC to share these highlights. 




1824 Mo-JM Hookneck Eagle “REPULICA,” graded NGC VF 25 
Click images to enlarge. 


1824 Mo-JM Hookneck Eagle “REPULICA,” graded NGC VF 25 

Mexico mint, KM-A376.5, DP-Mo02. An iconic and key issue with only five 
confirmed specimens, noted as “the first and most famous major error of the 
entire series” in the auction catalog of the legendary J.B. Parker collection 
(Superior 06/1998, lot 3488). A more dramatic engraving error is hard to imagine, 
since it is the very name of the nascent Republic that is misspelled! Currently the 
only certified example of the “REPULICA” error variety and among the finest 
preserved of the five confirmed specimens. (Note that the aforementioned ex. J.B. 
Parker coin — also the plate coin in "Resplandores" — was holed). 



1825 Ga-FS, graded NGC MS 61 
Click images to enlarge. 


1825 Ga-FS, graded NGC MS 61 

Guadalajara mint, KM377.6, DP-GaOl.The historically important first date struck 
at the Guadalajara mint, very scarce in any grade and extremely rare in this lovely 
quality (the DP “Resplandores” reference work notes “f-VF” as the usual grade for 
this issue). This example is the only currently certified MS coin at either major 


third-party grading service and perhaps the finest extant. It also bears an 
illustrious American pedigree. Ex. Norweb and Virgil Brand collections. 



1827 "1287" Ga-FS, graded NGC AU 53 
Click images to enlarge. 


1827 "1287" Ga-FS, graded NGC AU 53 

Guadalajara mint, KM377.6, DP-Ga03. One of the most famous engraving errors 
in the Mexican Republican series, and the second finest known of merely four 
confirmed examples (one of which is overstruck with the Philippines Manila 1828 
countermark). This dramatic engraving mistake must have been rapidly corrected 
since the die showing the overdate 1827/1287 is also known for the series. Ex. 
Pablo Gerber and one of the highlights of that now legendary collection. 



1829 EoMo-LF, graded NGC MS 63 
Click images to enlarge. 


1829 EoMo-LF, graded NGC MS 63 

TIalpan (Estado de Mexico) mint, KM377.5. Currently the finest certified example 
of this rare issue, extremely rare in this handsome quality. The short-lived Estado 
de Mexico mint only struck coins for three years between 1828 and 1830, and all 



of its issues are heavily sought after by date and type collector alike. The 8 
Reales from that mint have long been considered as key issues of the popular 
Caps and Rays series. 




1846 GC-MP, graded NGC MS 62 
Click images to enlarge. 

1846 GC-MP, graded NGC MS 62 

Guadalupe y Calvo mint, KM377.7, DP-GC03 (“very rare”). The mule variety of 
this scarce and popular date, with a small rounded cap on the obverse and a 
normal eagle punch on the reverse. Currently the single MS-certified example at 
either major third-party grading service and in all probability the finest extant. 
Extremely rare in this attractive quality. 



1858 Oa, graded NGC XF 45 
Click images to enlarge. 


1858 Oa, graded NGC XF 45 

Oaxaca mint, KM377.11 (“unique”), DP-Oa02 (“only one [known]”, this coin). 
Handsome for the grade with strong underlying luster, yet crudely struck — as are 
all 1858-dated issues from this mint. A most important one-year-only subtype due 




to its “a inside the O” mintmark, acknowledged as unique in all major references 
and perhaps the single most famous issue of the Caps & Rays series. A 
legendary coin with a superb pedigree. Ex. Clyde Hubbard/McCormick collections. 



1859 Oa-AE, graded NGC MS 62 
Click images to enlarge. 


1859 Oa-AE, graded NGC MS 62 


Oaxaca mint, KM, DP-Oa-03. A nicely toned and highly lustrous coin, among the 
very finest known for this popular and very scarce issue, usually found in lower 
states of preservation. Currently tied with two other coins as the finest certified at 
NGC and very desirable in this outstanding quality. 



I860 Ga-JG, graded NGC MS 61 
Click images to enlarge. 


1860 Ga-JG, graded NGC MS 61 

Guadalajara mint, KM377.6, DP-Ga42. The only currently certified Mint State 
example of the extremely rare "dot inside tail” variety for the 1860 Ga-JG issue. 
Struck in Guadalajara by besieged general Severe del Castillo (per edict of 
September 23, 1860) from requisitioned silver, this issue was secretly identified by 




engraver Albino del Moral (replacing Mint director Antonio Solana, who had 
escaped) with a dot in the loop of the snake's tail under the right wing of the eagle 
on the reverse. After the fall of Castillo's forces, decrees dated October 17 and 
November 18, 1860, were published to recall the "counterfeit coinage that was 
manufactured by the rebels of Guadalajara during the siege of the city," and the 
operation was quite efficient. Probably the finest extant specimen of this historical 
necessity issue. 



1864 Ho-PR, graded NGC MS 64+ 
Click images to enlarge. 


1864 Ho-PR, graded NGC MS 64+ 

Hermosillo mint, KM377.9, DP-Ho05 (this coin). Amongst the rarest date/assayer 
combinations for the mint and duly noted as such in the “Resplandores” reference 
work, where it is plated. Nearly Gem Uncirculated and handsomely toned, a 
superb example described in the auction catalog of the JB Parker as “the finest 
known example of this rarity” and the single finest certified specimen to date. 



1866/4 Do-CM/LT, graded NGC MS 65 
Click images to enlarge. 


1866/4 Do-CM/LT, graded NGC MS 65 









Durango mint, KM377.4, DP-Do47. The second rarest date/assayer combination 
in the Durango mint series, noted as “extremely rare, only one high grade 
example” in the “Resplandores” reference work. In extraordinary condition for an 
1866-dated 8 reales from the Maximilian era (and, in fact, currently the single 
finest example for the 1866 date of any mint in the extensive Caps & Rays series), 
let alone for this well-known rarity. 

Related link: 

More 'From the Grading Room' articles 
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CCG Appoints Trigometric Sdn. 
Bhd. Official Submission Center 
in Malaysia 

Posted on 11/9/2017 


Founded by numismatic expert K.N. Boon, Trigometric wiii heip coiiectors and 
deaiers submit to NGC, NCS and PMG. 

The Certified Collectibles Group (CCG) has appointed Trigometric Sdn. Bhd. an 
Official Submission Center in Malaysia for Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 
(NGC), Numismatic Conservation Services (NCS) and Paper Money Guaranty 
(PMG). 

Trigometric — based in Petaling Jaya, just west of Kuala Lumpur, the capital city 
of Malaysia — is one of the most respected numismatic firms in that Southeast 
Asian nation. Trigometric was founded by KN Boon, an expert who has written 
several important reference books about the coins and paper money of Malaysia, 
Hong Kong and Macao. 

In addition to its retail operations, the company holds a couple auctions a year, 
with a focus on Malaysian banknotes. 

As a CCG Official Submission Center, Trigometric will help collectors and dealers 
in Malaysia submit to: 

• NGC, the world’s largest third-party collectible coin grading service, with 
more than 39 million coins certified 

• NCS, the world’s first professional coin conservation service, with more than 
700,000 coins, tokens and medals conserved 

• PMG, the world’s largest third-party collectible paper money grading service, 
with more than 2 million notes certified 


The appointment of Trigometric as an Official Submission Center continues 




CCG’s long-term expansion in Asia. 


“We are proud to work with a company of Trigometric’s expertise and 
professionalism,” says Steven R. Eichenbaum, CEO of CCG. “This collaboration 
will help us better serve this important Southeast Asian nation.” 

Contact Trigometric for more information or to schedule an appointment to submit: 
+(603) 7957 9566, or Unit L3.27, Amcorp Mall, No.18 PSRN Barat, Pusat 
Perdangangan Amcorp, 46050 Petalling Jaya, Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia, 
or email: info@trigometric.co. To learn more, visit http://www.thetrigo.org. 
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Modern Chinese Varieties: 1990 
Silver 50Y 5 oz Horse 


Posted on 11/14/2017 

This is the 34th instaiiment of our monthiy coiumn devoted to modern Chinese 
varieties. 

This month we will feature the 1990 Silver SOY 5 oz Horse variety. This coin can 
be found with two reverse varieties. 

The first variety (pictured below) is an example featuring “long grass" and a 
centered "SOY" (Photo 1). The red arrows point to where the alignment of SOY 
falls in relation to the waves (Photo 2). 



Variety featuring “long grass" and a centered "50Y' 
Click images to enlarge. 


The second variety (pictured below) is an example featuring “short grass" and an 
uncentered "SOY" (Photo 3). The red arrows point to where the alignment of SOY 
falls in relation to the waves (Photo 4). 






Variety featuring “short grass" and an uncentered "50Y' 
Click images to enlarge. 


Both of these varieties share the same common obverse featuring the Temple of 
Confucius and the date 1990 (Photo 5). 



Obverse side of a 1990 Silver SOY 5 oz Horse coin 
Click image to enlarge. 


Look for another interesting variety to be featured next month. 
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NGC Registry: 2017 Annual 
Awards Information Plus 32 
New Sets 


Posted on 11/14/2017 

Take a look at the new sets added to the NGC Registry. 

The annual NGC Registry Awards deadline is 
approaching quickly. Ensure your set is at its best by 
10 a.m. EST on Dec. 1 to be considered for this 
year's awards. Winners will be announced Jan. 5, 

2018. Thank you to all of our collectors for participating and for making the NGC 
Registry the best and most vibrant place for you to showcase your collections. 

Here is some other awards information that may interest you: 

Obscured Sets: 

Obscured sets will not be considered for any awards. If an owner of an obscured 
set wishes to compete for awards and have the rank of their set displayed, they 
must have changed their set from obscured to public by October 1, 2017. 

Rank Tie-break Criteria: 

The NGC Registry ranks sets first according to the set's score. If two or more sets 
have the same score, the NGC Registry will break the tie by ranking the sets 
based on the percentage of NGC-certified coins in the set. If two or more sets 
have the same score and the same percentage of NGC-certified coins, then the 
tie will be broken based on the percentage of coins with images. If two or more 
sets have the same score, same percentage of NGC-certified coins and the same 
percentage of coins with images, then the tie will be broken based on the 
percentage of coins with descriptions. 





To summarize, ranking is achieved by considering the following, in order: 

1. Set score 

2. Percentage of NGC-certified coins 

3. Percentage of coins with images 

4. Percentage of coins with descriptions 

If all of the above items are equal between sets, then sets will be sorted by the 
date the rank was achieved (first to achieve it will appear higher), but they will 
have the same rank number beside their set. 

This month we have added new categories and more NGC Registry sets that are 
eligible for the 2017 awards. Check them out below: 

New Categories: 

• Suriname 

• Gibraltar 

New NGC Registry Sets: 

• US: American Overseas Territories: USA-Philippines, 1903-1945, Complete, 
One-Per-Date 

• US: Dollars: Morgan and Peace Dollars, Redfield Collection, 1878-1921, 
Circulation Issue, Including Varieties 

• US: American Eagles & Bullion Coins: 1 Ounce Palladium Eagles, 2017- 
Date, Mint State 



2017 US Palladium Eagle 


• Armenia: Silver 200 Drams, Noah's Ark, 2011-Date, Mint State 

• Armenia: Silver 1000 Drams, Noah's Ark, 2012-Date, Mint State 


• Armenia: Gold 10,000 Dram, 1998-Date, Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver $20, 2018, Proof 

• China-Commemorative: Bronze Ware Set, Series III, 2014, Complete Proof 



China 2014 5oz S50Y Series III Proof Obverse 


• China-Commemorative: Gold 25 Yuan, 1993-Date, Mint State 

• German States: Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 3 Pfennig (Dreiling), 1852A-1864A, 
Circulation Issue 

• German States: Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 1/48 Thaler (Schilling), 1852A- 
1866A, Circulation Issue 

• German States: Mecklenburg-Strelitz, 1/48 Thaler (Schilling), 1838-1859, 
Mint State and Proof 

• Gilbraltar: Silver Crown, 1980-Date, Proof 

• Great Britain-Proof Sets: 1996 Proof Set 

• Great Britain-Proof Sets: 1998 Silver Proof Set 

• Great Britain-Proof Sets: 2011 Commemorative Silver Proof Set 

• Guatemala: Silver 8 Reales, Charles III, 1760-1769, Circulation Issue 

• Haiti: Silver 5 Gourdes, 1967-Date, Proof 

• India - Republic: 10 Rupees, 1974-Date, Proof 

• India - British Colony: Madras Presidency, Milled Coinage, Type Set, 1803- 
1825, Circulation Issue 

• India - British Colony: Madras Presidency, Milled Coinage, Rupee Series, 
Type set, 1807-1820, Circulation Issue 

• India - British Colony: 1/2 Rupee, 1835-1947, Proof and Prooflike, Restrikes 

• Netherlands - Antilles: Silver 25 Gulden, 1973-Date, Mint State 

• Russia: Gold 25 Roubles, 1993-Date, Mint State 

• Russia: Gold 25 Roubles, 1993-Date, Proof 

• South Africa - Republic: 2017 50th Anniversary of the Krugerrand Set, 
Complete 



• South Africa - ZAR: Cape of Good Hope, Pattern Coinage, 1889, Proof 

• South Africa - ZAR: Transvaal Pattern Coinage, 1874 and 1890, Mint State 
and Proof 

• Straits Settlements: East India Issues, 1845, Circulation Issue 

• Straits Settlements: British India Issues, 1862, Circulation Issue 

• Suriname: Dutch Administration, World War II Coinage, 1942-1960, 
Complete 

• Suriname: Gold Type Set, 1976-Date, Proof 

Do you have an NGC-certified coin in your hand and you’re not sure where it may 
fit in the NGC Registry? We are here to help with requests and with any other 
questions you may have. Feel free to send us an email and let us know how we 
can help. Reach us easily via email at registry@NGCcoin.com. 

If you're not familiar with the NGC Registry, take some time to explore it and see 
the many collecting options that are available. It is completely complimentary. If 
you have any questions, you may also click below for our help page: 

NGC COLLECTION MANAGER and REGISTRY HELP — Table of Contents 
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NGC Ancients: Tetradrachms of 
Ancient Sicily 

Posted on 11/14/2017 


Silver tetradrachms of Sicily are highly sought after by ancient-coin collectors. 

Collectors have long agreed that many of the most impressive ancient coins were 
produced in Sicily. With its advantageous location between Italy and North Africa, 
this island was a cultural crossroads of the Mediterranean. It also was the site of 
frequent warfare among those who wished to maintain or expand their control in 
the region - native inhabitants, Greeks, Carthaginians and Romans. 

Especially prized among Sicilian coins are the silver tetradrachms struck from the 
late 6th through the early 3rd Centuries B.C. We’ll select a dozen of these coins 
that, together, will offer a glimpse of the important types a collector is likely to 
encounter. 


Bear in mind this is an incredibly limited tour. Not only are there many varieties of 
tetradrachms, but there are numerous other denominations in silver, a great many 
issues in copper, as well as some struck in gold and electrum. 



Messana Tetradrachm 
Click image to enlarge. 


Our tour begins with the port-city of Zancle-Messana at the northeast tip of the 




island, the point nearest the Italian mainland. Under its original name, Zancle, this 
city issued coins starting in the late 6th Century B.C., and a few decades later 
began to issue coins under a new name, Messana, for the city had since changed 
hands. It produced an impressive series of tetradrachms; the one shown above, 
from the 470s, features the iconic designs of a charioteer and a springing hare. 



Naxos Tetradrachm 
Click image to enlarge. 

Not far to the south of Messana was the coastal city of Naxos, where some of the 
most artful coins of Sicily were produced. The rare and beautiful tetradrachm 
above was struck in about 425; it features the bearded head of the god Dionysus 
and the squatting figure of his drinking partner, Silenus, who raises a wine cup. 



Catana Tetradrachm 
Click image to enlarge. 

Moving further south along the east coast, we encounter Catana, where the 
marvelous tetradrachm above was struck late in the 5th Century. Its obverse 
bears a vigorous scene in which Nike crowns a driver who struggles to guide his 
quadriga (four-horse chariot); in the exergue is an H, thought to be a signature for 
the artist Heracleidas. Its reverse features a tranquil portrait of an uncertain young 
male, behind which is a crayfish. 








Leontini Tetradrachm 
Click image to enlarge. 

Further south from Catena is the inland city of Leontini, which in the mid-5th 
Century issued the tetradrachm shown above. It bears a remarkable portrait of the 
god Apollo, wearing a laurel wreath, paired with a fierce lion’s head surrounded by 
four grain ears. 



Syracuse Tetradrachm 
Click image to enlarge. 

Not far from the southeastern tip of the island is Syracuse, by far the most 
important city of Sicily. It also ranks among the most significant ancient 
settlements of the Mediterranean. The city is represented by the tetradrachm 
shown above, which was struck c.478 to 466 B.C. It shows Nike crowning the 
slow-moving horses of a quadriga, and the diademed head of the water-nymph 
Arethusa surrounded by four dolphins. 





Camarina Tetradrachm 
Click image to enlarge. 


Turning the bend and heading westward on the southern coast, we encounter 
Camarina. This city had a troubled existence, being caught in the middle of 
conflicts involving the more powerful cities of Syracuse and Gela, and even with 
native Sicels to the north. A particularly artful series of tetradrachms was 
produced here, including the one above, struck not long before the city was 
destroyed by the Carthaginians in 405. It shows the driver of a fast quadriga being 
crowned by Nike, and the youthful head of Heracles (Hercules) wearing his lion’s 
scalp, with a bow before his profile. 



Gela Tetradrachm 
Click image to enlarge. 

Further west on the southern coast is the powerful and important city of Gela, 
where the tetradrachm above was produced sometime between about 480 and 
470 B.C. - an eventful decade following Gela’s remarkable defeat of the 
Carthaginians. Shown on the obverse is a slow quadriga, with Nike crowning the 
horses, and on the reverse the forepart of a river-god in the form of a man-headed 
bull. 






V 



Acragas Tetradrachm 
Click image to enlarge. 

Equally powerful was the city of Acragas, also situated along the southern coast, 
though much further west. Indeed, it was far west enough to encroach on what 
traditionally was the Carthaginian portion of the island. Shown above is a 
tetradrachm struck at Acragas in the mid-5th Century, a time of exceptional 
prosperity for the city. It bears iconic designs of Acragas: a standing eagle and a 
crab as seen from above. 



Selinus Tetradrachm 
Click image to enlarge. 

Well entrenched in Carthaginian territory was the coastal city of Selinus, which 
issued comparatively few tetradrachms. The one shown above was struck in the 
last half of the 5th Century, before the city’s destruction by the Carthaginians in 
409. It shows the sibling gods Artemis and Apollo in a slow quadriga, and a local 
river-god standing between two altars, making a sacrifice. 


Motya Tetrad rachm 
Click image to enlarge. 


The tetradrachms of Motya, a Carthaginian stronghold on the west coast of Sicily, 
also are rare. The one shown above, struck at the end of the 5th Century, features 
an eagle and a crab - designs clearly derived from the more substantial issues of 
Acragas. The Punic inscription to the left of the eagle identifies it as an issue of 
Motya, whereas the Greek inscription surrounding the eagle on the tetradrachm of 
Acragas (shown earlier) secures its origin at that Greek mint. 



Himera Tetradrachm 
Click image to enlarge. 

Located far from all the other major, coin-issuing cities of Sicily was Himera, on 
the north shore of the island. This city produced relatively few issues of 
tetradrachms, including the one above. It was issued near the end of the 5th 
Century, seemingly on the eve of the city’s destruction by the Carthaginians. It 
pairs a dynamic quadriga with a tranquil sacrifice scene quite like the one at 
Selinus (shown earlier); this time, however, it depicts the local nymph Himera 
between an altar and a satyr bathing under a lion-headed spout. 




Siculo-Punic Tetradrachm 
Click image to enlarge. 


Finally, we make note of an extensive and varied series of tetradrachms usually 
called ‘Siculo-Punic’, meaning they were struck by Carthaginians to pay the costs 
of their wars against the Greeks in Sicily. Rarely are the mints of these coins 
clearly indicated, though it seems clear that they were produced in the 
westernmost part of Sicily. Often they were struck with dies engraved by Greek 
artists in the employ of Carthage. The tetradrachm above features a Syracuse- 
inspired obverse with the head of the nymph Arethusa encircled by dolphins, and 
a Carthaginian-inspired reverse with a horse rearing before a palm tree. 

Interested in reading more articles on Ancient coins? Click here 

All Images courtesy of Classical Numismatic Group, Inc. 
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Counterfeit Detection: 1825 
Bavaria Coronation Thaler 


Posted on 11/14/2017 

Two transfer-die forgeries share the same “repeating depressions. ” 

In numismatics, there is a constant battle against the proliferation of counterfeits. 
With technology advancing at an exponential rate, the counterfeiters are 
unfortunately able to more accurately replicate collectible coins. 

This arms race between counterfeiters and authenticators is making the coin 
market an increasingly dangerous place. Most notably, there has recently been an 
increase in high-quality transfer die counterfeits into the marketplace. These fakes 
are made by essentially cloning a genuine coin. One such example of a coin that 
has been “cloned” in this way is the 1825 Bavaria Coronation Thaler (below). 



The obverses of two counterfeit 1825 Bavaria Coronation Thalers 
Click images to enlarge. 


It is clear from the photos above that these are two very different coins. There are 
many differing marks and scratches, and the toning is different on both. However, 
note the areas circled in red. These highlight marks and abrasions that are not 
inherent to the original design of the coin and yet are still visible on two separate 
examples. 







Authenticators know that it is extremely unlikely for two genuine coins to have 
contact marks in the exact same locations, so if two coins show identical 
abrasions, there is a very good chance that they are fake. These recurring marks 
are known as "repeating depressions" and are commonly seen on transfer die 
counterfeits. They occur when any abrasions or imperfections on the “host” coin 
are transferred to the false die. These imperfections are then struck directly into 
every coin those counterfeit dies strike. 

Sometimes it can be difficult to ascertain whether or not a mark on a coin is 
repeating or not without having two examples side by side. However, there are 
some signs that can be helpful in identifying repeaters. Often, repeating 
depressions are shallower than normal dings and scratches on a coin. 
Additionally, they will often show original mint luster inside of the marks where 
none would normally exist. Lastly, transfer die fakes are often cleaned by the 
counterfeiters in order to hide their nefarious origin, as the surfaces are not the 
same as the original coins. 



The reverses of two counterfeit 1825 Bavaria Coronation Thalers 
Click images to enlarge. 


The reverses of these two pieces actually have even more repeating depressions 
than the obverses. Note the long scratch through the tablecloth and robe that can 
be seen on both pieces, as well as the scratches to the right of “OCTOBER.” 
There are many more repeaters that were not circled on these images; the host 
coin must have been relatively low quality. 

Transfer die counterfeits are one of the most deceptive types of counterfeit coins. 
The counterfeiters have focused especially heavily on 19th century German 1 and 
2 Thaler coins. If you are not completely comfortable in your authentication skills, 
it is a good idea to buy coins already authenticated and graded by NGC, as they 
are guaranteed to be authentic. 








Did you know? NGC has created a comprehensive Counterfeit Detection 
resource to help collectors and dealers identify counterfeit and altered coins. Visit 
NGCcoin.com/Counterfeits. 
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USA Coin Album: It’s the Law! 
Lesser-known Passages Relating 
to United States Coinage — Part 
Two 


Posted on 11/14/2017 

Learn how the United States’ standards for coin weights and properties evolved 
during the 19th century. 

United States coinage law is accented by many entries that were of importance at 
the time but have been largely forgotten by numismatists. This month, I'll continue 
my review of some of these obscure clauses. 

Last time, I related how numerous foreign coins were assigned legal tender status 
in this country, albeit with certain restrictions attached regarding their weight and 
fineness. Before establishment of the US Mint, it was a fairly widespread practice 
by goldsmiths and silversmiths to "regulate" these foreign pieces by reducing 
them to a fixed weight that worked well in American circulation and then stamping 
the coins to attest to such adjustments. 

By the 19th century, this activity seems to have ceased, since the Treasury 
performed an annual assay of randomly selected foreign coins that were legal 
tender to test their quality. As long as these nations continued to maintain the 
proper standards, their coins would continue to pass at authorized values. 

The Act of June 25, 1834 stated that the dollar-size coins of Mexico, Peru, Chili 
[sic] and Central America could pass at tale (count) for the full value of one United 
States dollar, provided that they weighed not less than 415 grains. This was just 
one grain less than the United States silver dollar, last coined 30 years previous. 
The dollar-size coins of Brazil had to meet a more explicit standard, while the 
French five-franc piece, when weighing not less than 384 grains, was valued at 



just 93 cents American. 


A follow-up act, passed three days later, specified the legal tender status of gold 
coins from these countries, as well as those from Great Britain, Portugal and 
Colombia. Again, the minimum standards were laid out, and all coins falling below 
those standards would be valued solely by their actual bullion content. 

This second act was 
delayed until the 28th 
simply because it was not 
until that day that 
Congress passed a long- 
overdue law reducing the 
weights of United States 
gold coins. These had not 
circulated since about 1820, because their bullion value exceeded their face 
value, but the new law rectified this situation. This feature of the act is found within 
all guide books to United States coins, but not well known is that the law also 
assigned a new value to the previous gold issues. These would now be receivable 
in all payments at the rate of 94.8 cents per pennyweight. Both new gold laws 
became effective August 1, 1834. 

The sweeping reform Act of January 18, 1837 replaced the original Mint Act of 
1792 and addressed the issues which had since made much of the earlier law 
obsolete. In addition to defining all officers and their duties, salaries, oaths, bonds, 
etc., it laid out exactly the lineup of coins, their weights and finenesses. Again, 
these facts are found in all popular reference books, but the distribution details 
regarding copper coins (cents and half cents) are not well known. These pieces 
could be purchased by any individual or business requesting them, provided that 
payment be made with their "legal equivalent in other money" and that the amount 
delivered was neither below the minimum amount specified by the mint director 
for convenience or above a quantity that would interfere with the mint's ability to 
supply other applicants. 

Rich gold discoveries 
beginning in 1849 caused 
a decline in the price of 
that metal relative to silver, 
and United States silver 
coins were soon driven 
from general circulation. 

While Congress debated 


















what to do about this crisis, a stopgap measure was enacted March 3, 1851 that 
called for the coining of a new silver coin denomination which would be struck to a 
lower standard than that used for existing coins. The silver three-cent piece 
debuted that same year, but it was only .750 fine silver and thus worth less than 
its face value. Because of this lower standard, its legal tender value was limited to 
just 30 cents in any one transaction. This was a significant change in federal 
policy, as all other silver coins then enjoyed unlimited legal tender status to any 
amount. 

The humble "trime," as it came to be known at the mint, led the way for an even 
more effective solution to the silver crisis just two years later. The Act of February 
21,1853 reduced the weights of all other silver denominations save for the dollar, 
while maintaining their existing fineness of .900 silver, and this permitted them to 
circulate freely. The new law also specified that they would have a legal tender 
limit of five dollars. This was an acknowledgment of their reduced status in 
relation to the silver dollar, which retained its unlimited legal tender value. 

Realizing that these "subsidiary" coins, with their limited legal tender value, could 
become a redundant nuisance in circulation. Congress included provisions to limit 
their distribution. They were to be paid out by the Treasury and its authorized 
depositories only for an equal face value in gold coin in sums not less than one 
hundred dollars. Specifically prohibited was the exchange of fractional silver coins 
for deposits of silver bullion made by anyone other than the mint's own treasurer. 

This important restriction was, however, overlooked for the sake of expediency, 
and details of this violation will be provided in next month's installment. 

David W. Lange's column, “USA Coin Album,” appears monthly in The 
Numismatist, the official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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Chinese Pandas: Kung Full of 
Pandas 


Posted by Peter Anthony on 11/14/2017 

Some of the innovative designs for Chinese Panda coins were inspired by 
cartoons. 

“Legend tells of a legendary warrior... whose kung fu skills were...so deadly in 
fact, that his enemies would go blind from overexposure to pure awesomeness.” 

“Po! Get up! You'll be late for work! What are you doing up there?” 

“Nothing.” 

Of all the pandas that ever lived, the best-known one is actually a cartoon 
character. Po, the slacker star of the "King Fu Panda" series, is beloved by 
children and adults everywhere in the world. While there is no Po coin (yet), 
cartoons played a role in China’s Panda coin series since nearly its beginning. 

“There was a competition (in 1984) between not only the Shenyang Mint, but the 
Shanghai Mint for the design of the 1985 Panda.” 

The sunlight streamed into the Hong Kong hotel room, as Mr. Wang Fu De spoke. 
Two outstanding artists sat there: Mr. Wang and Mr. Zhao Qiang. Mr. Wang is 
retired from the Shenyang Mint. He designed the 1985 Panda, the first Panda 
design from Shenyang. Mr. Zhao works at the Shanghai Mint, where he gave us 
the designs for the 2011,2014, 2015 and 2016 Panda coins. He very kindly 
served as my translator that day, working right through a bad case of laryngitis. 

He was determined to make this interview possible. 

Mr. Wang continued, “There were, maybe, ten artists involved. I thought the 
standard way of showing pandas was boring: walking, standing, sitting. I wanted 
to break the pattern and create a new spirit in the coins.” 



“I went to the zoo to do sketches. To me, the panda represents innocence and a 
simple life. The panda’s life revolves around bamboo. It is food, but it is also 
something to swing from and to be happy about.” 


“One place that I drew inspiration from was the small Chinese paintings on 
bookmarks. Another was cartoons. Cartoons are a very interesting art form. I 
combined the two art styles together to create something new.” 



Left to right: 1985 100 Yuan Gold Panda, Mr. Wang Fu De examining a NGC-graded coin, 
1990 Asian Games Brass medal, 2012 2000 Gold Yuan 30th Anniversary coin, 

2017 Shenyang Mint Lunar Panda designed by Ms. Chang Huan. 


By 1990, the mascot for the Asian Games held in Beijing was a real cartoon 
panda. The little bear appears on both coins and medals for the Asian Games 
coins. On Asian Game coins, the pandas are small and set off to the side as 
supporting characters. They own the medals, though, front and center. These can 
be found in solid and gold-plated brass versions and there are lots of different 
kinds. Some of the sports the panda plays are baseball, bicycling, tennis, 
badminton, ping-pong, soccer, volleyball and basketball. 

Just a few years later, in 1995, a young artist arrived to work in Shenyang. In due 
course, she would delve into popular culture and take cartoon pandas to another 
level. Her name is Chang Huan and her brilliantly cheerful design for the 2012 
2000 Yuan 30th Anniversary Panda had an unexpected inspiration. 

“My design began like many other designs; at first there was just a panda. My 
daughter influenced this coin’s design. At this time, 'Kung Fu Panda' was very 
popular. After seeing the movie, my daughter said that this panda is very funny 
and very lovely. That gave me an idea.” 

The result was one of the most innovative designs in the history of the Panda 
series. But Miss Chang was not done with panda cartoons. In 2016, she drew a 
little panda for an internal mint project. It became one face of a bimetallic medal 
that promoted the Shenyang Mint at the 2016 Beijing International Coin Expo. In 
fact, the mintage of 1,000 was struck right on the floor of the Expo to the delight of 
visitors. 


Early in her career Miss Chang was a disciple of Mr. Wang at the Shenyang Mint. 
When I asked her about him, she called Mr. Wang her master. She knew quite 
well that he designed the 1985 Panda. What surprised her was when I mentioned 
that cartoons influenced his design. This was news to her. There is no doubt, 
though, that the spirit of innovation that Mr. Wang sought passed from one 
generation of Chinese artist to the next, from master to student. That’s something 
that Po would appreciate - along with a good bowl of noodles. 

Peter Anthony is an expert on Chinese modern coins with a particular focus on 
Panda coins. He is an analyst for the NGC Chinese Modern Coin Price Guide as 
well as a consultant on Chinese modern coins. 

Related link 

See images of hundreds of Panda coins at NGC's Hercules gallery 
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NCS November 2017 Highlights 


Posted on 11/14/2017 


Take a look at some recent highlights of coins conserved by NCS. 

Numismatic Conservation Services (NCS) uses a variety of proprietary techniques 
to remove harmful surface contaminants, stabilize and protect a coin's surfaces 
and, in may cases, improve a coin's eye appeal. After coins are conserved by 
NCS they are seamlessly transferred to Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC), 
an independent affiliate of NCS, for grading and encapsulation. 

Below are a few highlights of coins that were conserved by NCS and graded by 
NGC recently. 

This Mexico 1999 1/20 Onza, or ounce, gold coin arrived at NCS with a severe 
red spotting problem. Spots such as these can occur on modern coins from 
around the world and can be particularly troublesome on such a diminutive coin 
such as this. Using specific conservation techniques, NCS has developed 
techniques to remove these red spots. Following careful conservation work, this 
gold coin was able to grade spot free with NGC. 



Mexico 1999 1/20 Onza 
Before conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 








Mexico 1999 1/20 Onza 
After conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 


This 1932 Indian $10 was submitted to NCS for removal of an opaque orange-red 
residue. It is not uncommon to find residues such as this on classic gold coins. 
Removal of heavy concretions like this require careful work to not damage the 
surface underneath. After successful residue removal, this coin was able to grade 
numerically with NGC. 



1932 indian $10 
Before conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 








1932 Indian $10 
After conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 


This 2006 Eagle Gold $5 came to NCS in need of help to remove the layer of 
residues and unusual toning obscuring the original surface. Several years of 
improper storage likely allowed both the residue and toning to develop. It is 
important to remove residues without damaging the surfaces underneath. Careful 
conservation work was able to remove the thick layers of residue, leaving a coin 
with an original look to grade well with NGC. 

Numismatic Conservation Services (NCS) uses a variety of proprietary techniques 
to remove harmful surface contaminants, stabilize and protect a coin's surfaces 
and, in may cases, improve a coin's eye appeal. After coins are conserved by 
NCS they are seamlessly transferred to Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC), 
an independent affiliate of NCS, for grading and encapsulation. 

Below are a few highlights of coins that were conserved by NCS and graded by 
NGC recently. 

This 1868 Nickel 5 Cent Pattern Judd-633 featuring a design akin to the 3 Cent 
Nickel was submitted for NCS conservation with serious hazy residue hiding the 
original surfaces. Residues can be both unattractive and potentially damaging to 
the surface underneath. Following careful conservation work, this great pattern 
coin was able to grade numerically with NGC. 



2006 Eagle Gold $5 
Before conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 







1868 Nickel 5 Cent Pattern Judd-633 
Before conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 



1868 Nickel 5 Cent Pattern Judd-633 
After conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 


This South Korea KE4303/1970 reverse die trial for a commemorative 250 Won 
featuring Chung Hee Park came to NCS for the removal of oily appearing 
residues on both sides. Removal of heavy residues like this require careful work 
to not damage the surface underneath. After successful residue removal, this coin 
was able to grade very well with NGC. 















South Korea KE4303/1970 
Before conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 



South Korea KE4303/1970 
After conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 


[2814681-010] This Great Britain 1799 14 Penny proof strike in gilt came to NCS in 
need of help to remove the thick layer of green and white residue obscuring the 
original surface in a spotty pattern. Many decades of improper storage likely 
allowed the residue to develop: a problem that frequently plagues many classic 
proof coins. Careful conservation work was able to remove the thick layers of 
residue leave a coin with brilliant surfaces to grade with NGC. Unfortunately due 
to the scratches present on the obverse from prior to conservation this coin 
graded with details. 



South Korea KE4303/1970 
Before conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 









South Korea KE4303/1970 
After conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 


For more information about NCS, visit www.NGCcoin.com/NCS. 
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From the NGC Archives: 1875 
Aluminum Trial Double Eagle J- 

1449, P-1595 

Posted on 11/7/2017 

This double eagle trial piece was struck in aluminum and features a reeded edge. 

An absolutely magnificent specimen, this beautiful double eagle trial piece was 
struck in aluminum with a reeded edge. What prompted such an issue is merely 
speculative at this point, though Mint Director Linderman was known to covet 
rarities for his own collection and those of a few select parties. Aluminum was 
then still a difficult and costly metal to extract from its ore, and it would remain so 
for another dozen years. 



Click images to enlarge. 


Rare indeed. Pollock rated this striking R7, and the specimen presented here is 
probably the finest known. A glorious cameo proof, its richly frosted devices are 
set within brilliant and deeply mirrorlike fields. Fully struck throughout, both sides 
of this rare gem are remarkably clean. 

Are you interested in learning more about these coins? Click here to visit the NGC 
Coin Explorer and read on. 
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NGC Highlights in Editions V. 
Gadoury Auction 


Posted on 11/14/2017 

The auction presents gold coins from all over the world — with only 14% 
commission! 

On December 2, 2017, Monegasque auction house Editions V. Gadoury will 
conduct its annual auction. The 1,384 lots include numerous world gold coins 

The upcoming Gadoury sale has something in store for every gold coin 
enthusiast. Spanning the range from antiquity to the modern period, a large 
selection of rare world gold coins and medals made will cross the auction block on 
December 2, 2017. A good part of the pieces to be auctioned at the Le Meridien 
Beach Plaza Hotel with its breath-taking view of the harbor of Monaco was graded 
by NGC. 

Almost 150 ancient coins - Greeks, Celts, Romans, Byzantium, the Migration 
Period - will kick off the auction. Among them is a large series of gold coins, 
ranging from Caesar to Majorian with most specimens dating to the 1st and the 
2nd Centuries. 



• Lot 026 - Aureus of Augustus in NGC XF 






• Lot 074 - Aureus of Antoninus Pius in NGC AU^ 

• Lot 090 - Aureus of Faustina in NGC AU 

• Lot 097 - Aureus of Septimius Severus in NGC AU 

• Lot 101 - Aureus of Severus Alexander in NGC MS 

• Lot 110 - Aureus of Maximianus Hercules in NGC AU Star 

• Lot 127 - Solidus of Constantin IV in NGC MS 

As is tradition with Gadoury, ancient coins will be followed up by coins and medals 
from Monaco. 64 lots will be called out, including a series of patterns and pieforts. 
Almost 1,200 world coins and medals will come next: 



• Lot 275 - Biafra 25 Pounds 1969 in Proof 68 Ultra Cameo, 3,000 ex. 

• Lot 304 - China 1000 Yuan 1988 in Proof 68 Ultra Cameo, 1,650 ex. 

• Lot 305 - China 500 Yuan 1987 in Proof 69 Ultra Cameo, 3,000 ex. 

• Lot 308 - Chypre 50 Pounds 1977 in Proof 69 Ultra Cameo 

• Lot 340 - Fujairah 100 Riyals 1969 in Proof 69 Ultra Cameo 

Almost 500 lots of French coins are listed in the catalog. In terms of chronology, 
they range from Charles the Bald of the Carolingians to the mint error of a 
contemporary euro cent piece. Highlighting individual specimens is a difficult thing 
to do, for there are so many rarities available. Among the large series of 
Napoleonic coins, two very rare pieces struck in 14th year of his reign: 







• Lot 454 - 20 Francs AN 14 Limoges in XF 40, 1,646 ex. 

• Lot 455 - 20 Francs AN 14 Lille in XF 45, 1,620 ex. 

Some nice Napoleon III gold 100 Francs: 

• Lot 527 - 100 Francs 1862 BB in MS 62, 3,078 ex. 

• Lot 534 - 100 Francs 1866 BB in MS 63, 3,075 ex. 

• Lot 538 - 100 Francs 1868 BB in MS 62, 1,982 ex. 

From the Third Republic come rarities: 

• Lot 587 - 100 Francs 1894 in MS 60, 143 ex. 

• Lot 599 - 50 Francs 1889 in Proof 61, 100 ex. 

As if that weren’t enough, a comprehensive series of more than 220 lots with 
French patterns and pieforts follows. The chronological spectrum ranges from 
Louis XIV to 1984. 

• Lot 680 - Charles X Gold Essai of Tiolier 10 Francs 1824 in MS 63 

• Lot 836 - Gold Piefort 50 Francs 1977 in Proof 67 Ultra Cameo, 50 ex. 

• Lot 855 - Gold Piefort 1 Franc 1959 in MS 67, less than 10 ex.!! 

Let’s have a look at Italy, over 200 coins, consisting of Italian coins and medals 
will be offered. It goes without saying that remarkable rarities also come from the 
time of the Kingdom of Italy. For example: 





• Lot 1079 - Vittorio Emanuele III00 Lire 1878 in MS 60, 294 ex. 

• Lot 1090 - Umberto 100 Lire 1888 in MS 61, 1,169 ex. 

• Lot 1098 - Vittorio Emanuele III 100 Lire 1912 in MS 63 

• Lot 1104 - Vittorio Emanuele III 100 Lire 1925 in Proof 63 Matte 

Overview of the strikings coming from Russia: Gadoury offers almost 90 lots, 
ranging from Peter the Great to the USSR. The material includes not only coins 
and medals, but also some decorations. 



• Lot 1239 - 5 Roubles 1860 in MS 62 

• Lot 1240-5 Roubles 1864 in MS 63 

• Lot 1242-3 Roubles 1869 in MS 63 

• Lot 1243-3 Roubles 1871 in MS 63 


With more than 60 lots we finish with a nice collection of 20 dollars USA with 
some rarities from New Orleans and Carson City: 




• Lot 1346 - 20 Dollars 1882 Carson City in AU 55 

• Lot 1347 - 20 Dollars 1883 Carson City in AU 58 

You can order the catalog from Editions Victor Gadoury, 57, rue Grimaldi, 98000 
Monaco; phone +377 93 25 12 96; fax: +377 93 50 13 39; contact@gadoury.com. 

You can find the catalog online, at www.gadoury.com,www.sixbid.com, and 
www.numisbids.com. 

You can of course also participate via live bidding from your computer at home on 
www.biddr.ch. 

This is a guest articie. The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their 
author and are not necessariiy the thoughts of the Certified Coiiectibies Group. 
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CDN Publishing Releases Free 
Smartphone App for Apple 
(iOS) & Android 

Posted on 11/14/2017 

CDN's pricing app features precious metals spot prices, price guide values and 
auction prices realized. 

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA— CDN Publishing, LLC is excited to announce the release 
of the CDN Pricing App, available for both Android and Apple devices. This free 
app features live precious metals spot prices, access to CDN’s Collectors Price 
Guide values for United States coins, and extensive auction prices realized with 
links to lot pages on the respective auction house website. For collectors who 
wish to track their portfolio, individual coins can be added to a Favorites category 
for quick lookup. In addition to the above, CDN subscribers can login and access 
wholesale Greysheet and Bluesheet pricing according to their level of 
membership. This wholesale pricing is augmented by historical CDN pricing which 
is not available anywhere else. The app can be downloaded here: 

Google Play (Android): https://play.google.com/store/apps/details? 
id=com.greysheet.cdnpricing&pli=1 

ITunes (Apple): https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cdn-coin-currency- 
pricing/id 1292814674?ls=1 &mt=8 

To subscribe, call (757) 656-1055 or email orders@greysheet.com. 

This is a guest article. The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their 
author and are not necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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